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CHAPTER  VI

JEWISH NATIONALISM

I

NTIL comparatively recent times the statement
that religion occupies the chief and central place
in Jewish life would have required no arguments* It
would not have been challenged, it was a truism*
The change has been produced by Jewish nationalism
which interprets Jewish life in nationalistic terms and
seeks for the Jews a national destiny, I have dealt
with its interpretation of the Jews1 existence in
Chapter IV. It is here enough to recall that the
facts of Jewish history and the present diversity among
Jews in all the elements that constitute nationality
refute the nationalist view. But the nationalist thesis
has two parts. The first is that the Jews ar^ a nation-
ality, the second is that they should have/ a national
homeland. To reject the first part of the Jewish
nationalists' thesis does not necessarily lead to rejecting
the second part. One may hold the view that the
Jews are not now a nation and at the same time desire
that they should become one. But the implications
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